
By My Spirit, says the Lord!
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Some of you have been here quite a while. Some of you have been here for a 
long, long time. You might even re mem ber this song from Zech a riah 4:6.

“Not by Might, nor by Power but by My Spirit says the Lord. This moun -
tain shall be re moved. This moun tain shall be re moved. This moun tain
shall be re moved, by My Spirit says the Lord.”

In the old days we used to sing that over and over and over again. It re -
minds me of once when in the car with Daphne, my grand daugh ter, and I wanted 
to in tro duce her to more clas si cal mu sic, so I put on the CD of Han del’s “Mes -
siah.” If you know any thing of that work, it takes a scrip ture from Isa iah and
sings it over and over again. Af ter she lis tened to that for two or three songs, she
said, “Grandad, that’s a lit tle re pet i tive!”

There is noth ing wrong with be ing re pet i tive. How many songs we love
are like that? We want to sing them over and over again. On the first go-around
we just sang the words. The sec ond time through we are drink ing it in more. But
then the next time, we are re ally grab bing ahold of what it is say ing to us! Maybe 
by the fourth or fifth time we sing it, we are just con sumed with wor ship ing the
Lord. Right? I can re mem ber be ing so lost in wor ship ing the Lord in tongues
that 45 min utes might go by. 

There were young peo ple’s meet ings that we had down at St. Mark’s
Church in Kingston years ago. We would hold one chord for 45 min utes or
more! I turned to my friend, Don Rum ble, and said, “You know we have n’t sung
even one song yet!” We were just wor ship ing the Lord. A lot of times when his
dad, Dale, would come with ser mons, he would start by say ing, “If you re ally
want to see how the Spirit is mov ing to day, you should go to the young peo ple’s
meet ing.”

What God is do ing in this day and hour is sim i lar to our Fri day night
prayer meet ings. I see the same kind of thing hap pen ing . . . the Spirit of the Lord 
tak ing over! The Spirit of the Lord in all of His power and glory. 

In tro duc tion

I’d like to read with you some scrip ture in Zech a riah chap ter 4.

“This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel:

4  6‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ Says the Lord of hosts. 7
‘Who are you, O great moun tain?  Be fore Zerubbabel you shall be come a
plain! And he shall bring forth the cap stone with shouts of “Grace, grace
to it!” ’ ”
8 More over the word of the Lord came to me, say ing:
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9 “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foun da tion of this tem ple; his
hands shall also fin ish it. Then you will know that the Lord of hosts has
sent Me to you. 10 For who has de spised the day of small things? For these 
seven re joice to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They are
the eyes of the Lord, which scan to and fro through out the whole earth.”

Don’t you love how the Lord puts lit tle quips like “day of small things”
right in the mid dle? What? What does that have to do with any thing? Well, what
the Spirit does in our life is not al ways gran di ose and won der ful so that ev ery -
body can see it. But rather, it is the small things that you grab ahold of and are
able to plant your feet upon as a foun da tion of what God is do ing in your life.
The Spirit of God does that. 

“For who has de spised the day of small things? For these seven re joice to 
see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. . . .

So what is the plumb line? The word of God, the Lord Je sus Him self. 

. . . They are the eyes of the Lord, which scan to and fro through out the
whole earth.”

Re mem ber the eyes of the Lord in the New Tes ta ment which says that
they scan to and fro look ing for true wor ship ers. You can wor ship in Spirit and
in truth. That’s kind of neat. This Old Tes ta ment scrip ture has a lot of New Tes -
ta ment truth in it.

When you talk about the Spirit of the Lord, He is n’t held to the Old or the
New, He moves when He wants to move. When you look at Job’s three friends,
par tic u larly his last one Elihu, the scrip ture be gins by say ing, “And Elihu,
FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT be gan to speak these words.” If you read what he
said, they def i nitely were God and the Spirit of God. Not the spirit of the law
which brings con dem na tion, which brings guilt, which brings ret i cence, which
brings hes i tance. We need to be de liv ered from all of that.

Zerubbabel here is a type of Church gov ern ment, over sight like the el ders 
we have here at the Foun tain of Life Church. He was the gov er nor un der King
Dar ius of Per sia. He was al ways as so ci ated with the high priest, Joshua, who
was a type of Christ, the pro phetic voice to the Jew ish peo ple. It is in ter est ing
that many times Zerubbabel tried to re build the tem ple but failed again and
again, even though he pos sessed the de cree from the king, even though he had
the peo ple’s con sent. There was al ways some thing thwarting him un til the pro -
phetic broth ers came along and en cour aged him. It is the same when our pro -
phetic broth ers in the Church come along and en cour age the body of Christ
through proph ecy. And, proph ecy is?? The Spirit of God. Only then was
Zerubbabel fi nally able to re turn from Bab y lon and re build the tem ple.

The mes sage here is that with out the Spirit there is only frus tra tion. With -
out the Spirit of our Lord you are only “dig ging in your heels” and saying, “I’m
go ing to stand on the word of God! I know the doc trine of the Trin ity. I’m go ing
to stand on that.” Et cet era. This path will only lead you to frus tra tion just like it
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did for Zerubbabel with out the Spirit of God. The Spirit breathes into us, LIFE!
Not just life but power. 

John Chap ter Three

Here we see Je sus de scribe the Spirit in a way dif fer ently than He does
any where else in scrip ture, an as pect that is not de fined in any other way in all
the New Tes ta ment and no where else in the bi ble. 

John 3  5 “Very truly I tell you, no one can en ter the King dom of God un -
less they are born of wa ter and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but
the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be sur prised at My say ing,
‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wher ever it pleases. You hear 
its sound, but you can not tell where it co mes from or where it is go ing. So
it is with ev ery one born of the Spirit.”

This is what Je sus wants us to know. It is n’t just a list of things to do. It is -
n’t doc trine. It is n’t just mak ing the right choices. He says, “The wind blows
where it wishes and you hear the sound of it but you can not tell where it has
come from or where it goes. So it is with ev ery one who is born of the Spirit.”
What? I want or der in my life! I want to just stand on doc trine. All of that is
good. I want or der and I still want the doc trine. How ever, I’m tell ing you, un less 
I am led by the Spirit I am miss ing some thing. A born-again fac tor is not re ally
res i dent in your walk with Christ un less you are born-again in the Spirit! That
Spirit does n’t re ally have to take into ac count what you have pre pared, what you 
have thought was go ing to hap pen or what you think might hap pen. 

Re mem ber when He told His dis ci ples, “When you go be fore the San hed -
rin or whom ever, don’t pre pare what you are go ing to say.” That would be like
tell ing Trump’s le gal team, “Don’t pre pare!” But you know in the Spirit we
don’t have to pre pare. I don’t re mem ber how many Board meet ings I have gone
to and the Lord said ex actly that same thing to me. “Pe ter, you have all the data
worked out. Look at your charts but  I don’t even want you to go there in your
thinking. I want you to lis ten to My voice. Lis ten to those who are speak ing to
you and work at con vinc ing them the truth of what is go ing on.” They had to
deal with Medicare is sues and other things they did n’t want to see. They were
blind to the changes in Medicare, changes in Healthcare, mind bog gling. If I had 
come to them with just the data, they would not have un der stood it. But if I come 
with the heart and Spirit of the Lord they might. They have a good chance it will
hap pen. Some will be “cap tured.” They won’t be cap tured by doc trine and facts
and truth, but they will be cap tured by the love of God which is res i dent in the
Spirit of God, in the Trin ity. 

The Trin ity as a doc trine is ster ile. But the Trin ity as a work of the Holy
Spirit in the Son, as He goes to the Fa ther and sends down the Holy Spirit is life
itself. Some thing awe some hap pens there. We don’t just know about Christ. We
have n’t just felt and touched Je sus like His dis ci ples. Sud denly, we are IN
LOVE with Him! Sud denly we don’t care what hap pens next. Let the wind of the 
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Spirit blow us where it may! Maybe we’ll find our selves in a place where we are
very un com fort able in the nat u ral, but in the Spirit we are fully equipped. 

Spir i tual War fare

This is a key to spir i tual war fare. The en emy looks at the Church doc -
trine, looks at the Church’s weekly bul le tins and says “I know what they are go -
ing to do” And he does. How ever, a Church that is led by the Holy Spirit? He
has n’t got a clue! Not a clue be cause he is n’t led by the Spirit. He does n’t know
the Spirit. He is clue less about what is go ing to hap pen next when you start
walk ing that way. When you pray in the Spirit! Wow. Things can re ally hap pen. 

Let’s jump ahead a lit tle bit to the con cept of miss ing the mark and end ing 
up re gret ting what you are do ing. For ex am ple, some one co mes up for prayer
and the Lord gives you a prayer for them. Af ter you pray, you may sit down and
say to your self, “Boy I re ally love that brother or sis ter but I won der if that
prayer was re ally ef fec tive. I won der if I could have prayed dif fer ently. I prayed
that way but maybe I should have gone in a dif fer ent di rec tion.” What is that? 

In the eco nomic world, it is called “opportunity costs.” When ever you
take a di rec tion, when ever you choose an ob ject, when ever you do some thing,
you have taken ad van tage of the op por tu nity and you have paid a cost, a price.
Now, peo ple who sell you ex pen sive items know that. . . cars. I re mem ber my
first large pur chase was a Sony reel-to-reel tape re corder. Re mem ber those?
Here it is. You pay a lot of money for a Sony reel-to-reel! Wow, the sound even
to day is uncompromised. Af ter you buy it, they send you a lit tle let ter (no email
in those days) say ing, “Con grat u la tions. You have cho sen the most su pe rior
prod uct you could pos si bly buy.” Now why did they say that? Be cause they
know there is a guilt fac tor in volved. You paid a lot of money and the first thing
you think when you go home is, “Oh boy, why did I do that? Did I re ally need to
hear mu sic all that well?” If you buy a new high def i ni tion TV, same prob lem.
You buy the Jeep but maybe you should have bought the Subaru in stead.
“Maybe I would have been hap pier if I had held out for an other year and bought 
a Lamborghini?!”

There is al ways some thing. Ev ery body is faced with this! For ex am ple, if
you were in a prison in which there was only one win dow and there are five
other pris on ers with you, there is an op por tu nity. You could move closer to the
win dow where you could have more light. Once you got there you might have
thought you’d made the wrong de ci sion. “Maybe I should have been by the door 
so when the food co mes in I will have first choice. Or maybe I should have
stayed in the dark so other peo ple would know that I am a com pas sion ate per -
son.” All of these things are THERE so you can be led by guilt or not by just
know ing if you did things right or not. 

Here’s the clue. When you are led by the Spirit all that dis ap pears. So,
you might come up front of the Church and you want to pray or proph esy in
Eng lish. You should do so and I en cour age you to do it. But when you pray in
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tongues, in the Spirit, there is no op por tu nity cost. You don’t even know what
you are pray ing. You might say, “I don’t even know if it was the right prayer.”
And the Lord will say, “Oh yeah! I know what you prayed and it WAS Me!”
There is no op por tu nity cost at all.

The Apos tle Paul says, “I pray in the Spirit more than you all. I don’t
have any guilt about that.” This is the same Spirit that Je sus is talk ing about that
blows around with the wind is part of who you are. When you are filled with the
Spirit, you can come up and pray in Eng lish and with un der stand ing, doc trine
and ev ery thing else. If it is in the Spirit, you KNOW it is in the Spirit. You can
walk away and say to your self, “I don’t have to ques tion it. It is God.” Stand on
the word. Stand on the lead ing of the Spirit. What an awe some thing.

The Holy Spirit Prom ised, Our Source of Power

Be side the fact that Je sus died on the Cross for our Sin as the lamb of
God, dy ing He then went to heaven and sat at the right hand of the Fa ther, but
then He sent His Holy Spirit. 

Acts 1 4 On one oc ca sion, while He was eat ing with them, He gave them
this com mand: “Do not leave Je ru sa lem, but wait for the gift My Fa ther
prom ised, which you have heard Me speak about. 5 For John bap tized
with wa ter, but in a few days you will be bap tized with the Holy Spirit.”
6 Then they gath ered around Him and asked Him, “Lord, are You at this
time go ing to re store the King dom to Is rael?”
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Fa ther
has set by His own au thor ity. 8 But you will re ceive power when the Holy
Spirit co mes on you; and you will be my wit nesses in Je ru sa lem, and in
all Judea and Sa maria, and to the ends of the earth.”

So this is a com mand ment the Lord gave to them. He should have given it
to all the Churches, Protestant, Cath o lic or any of them. And He did. “Don’t go
out just think ing you know it all. Don’t go out just know ing doc trine. Don’t go
out just know ing about Me. You need Me IN you! Wait for the prom ise of the Fa -
ther which,” He said, “You have heard from Me.” “Re ally, we did?Yes.” He did
talk to them about it. 

5 For John bap tized with wa ter, but in a few days you will be bap tized
with the Holy Spirit.”

It’s go ing to be a lot dif fer ent. Do you want to know where peo ple get the
word and the rhet o ric of the “bap tism of the Holy Spirit?” There it is di rectly.
You shall be bap tized in the Holy Spirit. When you are bap tized in wa ter you are 
sub merged. Ev ery thing you are is now wet. You know you’ve been bap tized.
You get up need ing a towel to dry off. 

Just so when you are bap tized in the Spirit, things hap pen in your life and
you need a “towel” to dry off. The Glory of God is leak ing out all over. But it is
more than that. 

111



6 Then they gath ered around Him and asked Him, “Lord, are You at this
time go ing to re store the King dom to Is rael?”

They sure missed the mean ing of what He was say ing here, did n’t they! 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Fa ther
has set by His own au thor ity. 8 But . . .

Here’s what’s go ing to hap pen. An other words wait ing for the Holy Spirit 
is n’t about solidifying the gov ern ment or so lid i fy ing the gov ern ment of the
Church, or the King dom. The King was al ready there. Rather this is the true
power.

. . . you will re ceive power . . .

Let’s stop right there.  Power. What is power? In our mind power is an ex -
plo sive force. It also has a neg a tive con no ta tion, some body over pow er ing an -
other per son. But it is not about that. Power of the Holy Spirit is about
ac com plish ing the pur pose, the will, the in tent of the heart of God. With out the
Holy Spirit it is not go ing to hap pen, no power. 

 . . . you will re ceive power when the Holy Spirit co mes on you; 

So He did n’t say any thing about speak ing in tongues there. But He was
talk ing about the abil ity of ac com plish ing His will, the abil ity to un der stand all
that He has taught you, to re ceive the doc trines cor rectly in the word of God, to
be able to drink in His pres ence, all of that co mes through the bap tism of the
Holy Spirit. 

Be fore this time the dis ci ples knew Christ. Be fore this time He said, “Re -
ceive the Holy Spirit.” So they had a mea sure and a por tion of it be fore Pen te -
cost but they were n’t yet bap tized in the full power of the Holy Spirit. It was n’t
just an in creas ing pro cess for them, though it is with us. It was a one-time event
that started that day of Pen te cost of which even the Protestant and Cath o lic
Churches still cel e brate. “. . . and you will be My wit nesses in Je ru sa lem, and in
all Judea and Sa maria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Wow. Do you want to know what the power of the Church is? There it is!
Do you want the power that God has in you? There it is. We sing these songs this 
morn ing. We can sing just the words but they are not just words. They are LIFE.  
They breathe life into us. Not only in wor ship but even when we share our lives
with each other in the tes ti mo nies we have; they are en cour age ment to one an -
other. That is the Holy Spirit, breath ing life into us, “ . . . to over come by the
blood of the Lamb, the word of our tes ti mony and they loved not their own life
even unto death.” 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

1 Co rin thi ans 12:4 out lines the nine gifts of the Spirit. Some times peo ple
talk about the gifts and they are ref er enced in other places differently but in the
Pen te cos tal mind-set the nine gifts of the Spirit are found in this par tic u lar pas -
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sage. There are nine of them, nine gifts as there are nine fruits of the Spirit listed
in Galatians 5:22.

1 Co rin thi ans 12 4 There are dif fer ent kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit
dis trib utes them. 5 There are dif fer ent kinds of ser vice, but the same Lord.
6 There are dif fer ent kinds of work ing, but in all of them and in ev ery one it 
is the same God at work.
7 Now to each one the man i fes ta tion of the Spirit is given for the com mon
good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a mes sage of wis dom, . . .

Wis dom is listed first be cause more than any thing else we need more than 
just the facts. We need how to ap ply them through the Spirit.

. . . to an other a mes sage of knowl edge by means of the same Spirit, . . .

That means su per nat u ral un der stand ing of what’s go ing to hap pen. Have
you ever ex pe ri enced it? It has hap pened to me many times. The Lord says,
“You know when you go into this meet ing or you’re go ing to go down this road,
this is what is go ing to hap pen.” I had no way of know ing that ahead of time. In
or der to ap ply that knowl edge ap pro pri ately I also needed a word of wis dom
from the Lord. You see, we need the Spirit.

9 to an other faith by the same Spirit, to an other gifts of heal ing by that
one Spirit, 10 to an other mi rac u lous pow ers, . . .

What would we do with out the abil ity to ac tu ally know that peo ple are
go ing to be healed and do mi rac u lous works of God? See, we don’t just pray for
each other in a ster ile way. We pray for each other in the Spirit. Faith is sparked
up within us. I know some times when I’m lay ing hands on some one, whether at
home-group or up front in Church, or any where, the Holy Spirit is com ing down 
through me and I know there is an impartation of life to a per son’s joint that
needs mend ing, to a cold that needs to be healed, to can cer that needs to be gone, 
the work ing of mir a cles.

. . . to an other proph ecy, . . .

In this Church we don’t have any prob lem un der stand ing what proph ecy
is. Proph ecy is not what the world would say it is. A proph ecy in the world’s
point of view is pre dict ing the fu ture. That is so al most un im por tant to the pro -
phetic unc tion of God’s peo ple in the Spirit. It is n’t so much about pre dicting
what is go ing to hap pen as much as ex plain ing what God is do ing. The pro phetic 
word of ten is, “I see the Lord do ing such and such in your life, brother or sis ter,
things that you can not see with your own eyes, things that only the Holy Spirit
knows. And, here they are.” There will be ten der ness and kind ness that co mes
from your heart. It will not be one of judg ment and con dem na tion or for your
own aggrandizement. I can proph esy that state ment right now in Je sus’ name!

. . . to an other dis tin guish ing be tween spir its, . . .

Well dis cern ing of spir its is a good one. In the old days of the bap tism in
the Spirit, this only ap plied to evil spir its, as in if some one needed to be de liv -
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ered from a demon. But this dis cern ment also ap plies to the spir i tual realm in a
good way, when you see the angels of the Lord, when you see the Spirit of the
liv ing God do ing some thing in your midst. “Oh boy, I could feel the Lord Je sus!
Amen.”

. . . to an other speak ing in dif fer ent kinds of tongues, and to still an other
the in ter pre ta tion of tongues . . . 

Now it is in ter est ing to take spe cial no tice when the Apos tle Paul said, “I
speak in tongues more than you all, but I wish you would all proph ecy.” There is
an un der stand ing in Paul’s heart that we need to know what the Spirit is
SAYING to us not just in an un known lan guage which is ed i fy ing to one’s per -
son, but also to our in tel lect so we can un der stand what God is say ing. We know
that to be true. God wants us to un der stand. That is why He gave us our mind
and our in tel lect, as when Je sus told the par a ble of the sower and said, “I want
you to un der stand what is go ing on.” Then Je sus stopped and ex plained it to His 
dis ci ples in de tail. Why? Be cause He wants you to un der stand. The Holy Spirit
has n’t changed from that time un til to day. Amen.

Proph ecy and Tongues
1 Co rin thi ans 14 1 Fol low the way of love and ea gerly de sire gifts of the
Spirit, es pe cially proph ecy.

I’d say the same thing to day. I am im pressed with the gifts of the Spirit
but when proph ecy co mes, it says in the book of Rev e la tion, “The tes ti mony of
Christ IS the spirit of proph ecy.” That means that re ally know ing Je sus has a
pro phetic over tone that you can not deny. You pray to Him. He’s go ing to an swer 
you: that is a proph ecy. When you pray to Him you re ceive an un der stand ing of
how He is go ing to do some thing in a par tic u lar cir cum stance. It is n’t just,
“What ever You say God” and then walk away. That would be such a frus trat ing
way to live your Chris tian life. Billy Gra ham knew better than that. Yeah. That
is not a way to have a re la tion ship with Christ. Re la tion ship has to be a di a logue, 
the spirit of proph ecy. Amen

Nine Fruits of the Spirit
Galatians 5 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, . . . 

The first three. We all seem to un der stand what these are but the en emy is
about to rob, steal and di min ish. That’s where the “guilt strat egy” co mes in.
“Boy, that meet ing was re ally good but it could have been a lot better.” You
know this is not about meet ings! “Let’s have the best meet ing ever.” If that is our 
goal, we have missed the mark. Our goal is that we should drink in the love and
the joy of the Lord no mat ter what hap pens. Peace of God. The peace of God is
not just about feel ing peace ful. The peace of God is some thing which co mes
down from heaven by your re la tion ship through Christ with the Fa ther. The an -
gels said, “ . . . peace on earth, good will to wards men.” Why? For the first time
ever man could com mu ni cate di rectly with Fa ther God. What a com fort ing
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place to be. Snug gle into Fa ther God in the Holy of Holies. Snug gle in when you 
are hurt ing. When I’ve seen peo ple dy ing of can cer and the pain is too much for
them, they want mor phine af ter mor phine. So snug gle in. “There’s not much I
can do for you but I can pray.” Then I can see them say ing to them selves,
“Yeah.” I’m right there in the Holy of Holies. I’m go ing to snug gle in. 

The Fa ther takes you un der His wing. No mat ter what. The peace of God
passes ev ery un der stand ing.

The fruit of the Spirit, know ing the Spirit, hav ing the Spirit work through
you, and num ber four we have long suf fer ing or en dur ance, pa tience. Our
Amer i can so ci ety has lit tle un der stand ing of this. Here ev ery thing wants to be
in stant, in stant pop corn, in stant trans ac tions. It does n’t take long now to buy
things with Am a zon. No long suf fer ing here. It will be there in a day and a half,
re port ing how far away the item is and when it’s com ing. “The truck is now ar -
riv ing. It’s here. It’s been de liv ered, etc.” Good grief!

We need to re al ize there prob a bly will not be mo bile phones in the King -
dom of God, in heaven. There is prob a bly not a lot of young kids in ter ested in
Chris tian ity today just be cause of that! No cell phones! But these kids need to
hear some thing that is not about doc trine. They need to hear about the Spirit of
God, some thing that is ac tual REAL life, not vir tual life but real, not a movie
about all the ac tion that can hap pen in a video game. They need some thing that
will tear you away from the world and bring you into the pres ence of God in the
Holy of Holies. Wow, then they would n’t care so much about those cell phones
or lap tops. 

Next num ber five, kind ness. Do we need to be more kind? Ab so lutely.
Some times peo ple come into the el ders’ meet ing and they are ex pect ing the
lead ers to re ally come down on them be cause of one thing or an other. BUT, that
is not the role of the  Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is to bring forth kind ness, six-
good ness, seven- faith ful ness, eight- gen tle ness, and nine- self-con trol. Apos -
tle Paul says, “There is no law against such things.” 

Some body re cently said, “We’re mov ing out of New York state.” Some -
one else says, “As a sanc tu ary city, New York has no hope.” I said this in a Tweet 
and a re ply on Facebook, “Just so you know my house is a sanc tu ary for the
Holy Spirit and I live in New York.” 

Key to Un der stand ing
the Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit

Of ten times now we get filled with the Spirit and un der stand and even
speak in the gift of tongues or proph ecy through all these cur rent events. How -
ever we should be aware that there is an other is sue the en emy has con cern ing
the judg ment and con trol of the gifts and fruit of the Spirit.
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Mat thew 7  15 “Watch out for false proph ets. They come to you in sheep’s
cloth ing, but in wardly (the in tent of their heart) they are fe ro cious
wolves. . .

What do they come to you with? Sheep’s cloth ing. That means they look
like reg u lar sheep. They look like born-again be liev ers. They look the same as
you and me, but de cep tion lurks in wardly in the in tent of their heart. So how are
we to dis cern? In wardly they are rav en ous wolves.

16 . . . By their fruit you will rec og nize them. Do peo ple pick grapes from
thorn bush es, or figs from this tles? 17 Like wise, ev ery good tree bears
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree can not bear bad
fruit, and a bad tree can not bear good fruit. . .

There does n’t seem to be any mix ture in the spir i tual realm. 
19 . . . Ev ery tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire (the com ing judg ment). 20 Thus, by their fruit you will rec og nize
them.

When I first read that scrip ture I thought, “Re ally?! If they look like sheep 
and act like sheep, how do we know?” Since I re ally want to know, this is not
help ing me to un der stand. There re ally is evil in this world. There re ally are men 
and women who come into the Church with wrong mo ti va tions. They have an -
other idea, their own agenda, their self-ag gran dize ment, their own will, not the
Spirit of the Lord.

It is in ter est ing that in this same chap ter of Mat thew 7, Je sus says:
21 “Not ev ery one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en ter the King dom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Fa ther who is in heaven.

So part of that fruit thing, the in ward thing, is DOING the will of the Fa -
ther. I think that is pretty discernable. If you have watched a tele vi sion mys tery
se ries, it is in ter est ing to see if you can dis cern the in tent of the per son’s heart
that did the murder. It is n’t just the clues and the cir cum stances. It is see ing the
in tent of that per son. In the end when you find out “who did it,” you also un der -
stand the in tent and the rea son they did it.

How ever, our in tent and our pur pose is to do the will of the Fa ther. Why?
Be cause we love Him not just be cause He said so. Be cause that Holy Spirit
which was sent down from heaven on Pen te cost filled us with a fire which can
no lon ger be kept in. Be cause of that we WANT to do the will of the Fa ther. It is
our de sire! 

Here’s the wolf in sheep’s cloth ing de scrip tion:
22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph esy in
your name and in your name . . .

So, we can have the gifts of the Spirit.

. . . drive out de mons and in your name per form many mir a cles?’
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More gifts of the Spirit. This means that the gifts of the Spirit are given
with out re pen tance. They are just given out by the grace of God but peo ple have
to re spond ap pro pri ately to the Spirit of the Lord! You can not make it a doc trine
and some how ma nip u late it to do what you want it to do. Many men and
Churches do pre cisely that! Sadly. How ever the Lord is go ing to pres ent to Him -
self a Church with out spot or wrin kle or shame or guilt. We sang a song like that
this morn ing.

23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from Me, you
evil do ers, you who prac tice law less ness!

That law less ness means that they are not re ally “linked in” to the Spirit of
God be cause the law is not the law of the Old Tes ta ment. The law is the law of
liv ing by the Spirit. Law less ness means you are not be ing led by the Spirit. Even 
though you may be prophesying, cast ing out de mons and do ing great works, un -
less you are do ing things in the pur pose and in tent and heart of God, you missed
it! You missed it.

You missed it if you have gifts with out fruits, rooted and grounded in
the foun da tion of seek ing and know ing the pur poses, the heart and intent of
Fa ther God.

Sum mary
Romans 8  1 There fore, there is now no con dem na tion for those who are
in Christ Je sus, . . .

Years ago, when I was play ing soft ball for the Church league in New
Paltz, ev ery body could pick the num ber they wanted on their shirt. All the guys
might have wanted to choose num bers of fa mous base ball stars or heroes. The
num ber on my jer sey was “81,” for Romans 8:1. There fore if I struck out, there
was no con dem na tion! I could miss the fly ball, no con dem na tion. That’s be -
cause I was n’t there to win. I was there be cause Je sus wanted me there. The
friend ships we made on that team are eter nal. Many things will dis ap pear on this 
earth but the friend ships you make won’t. They will be eter nal. The things you
plant in other peo ple’s minds, the love that you have for Je sus can not fade.
Amen.

4 . . . in or der that the righ teous re quire ment of the law might be fully met
in us, who do not live ac cord ing to the flesh but ac cord ing to the Spirit.

There is no con dem na tion be cause now you are mar ried to Christ. That’s
what chap ter seven is all about. There is no con dem na tion be cause now you
don’t have to worry about the guilt of fol low ing af ter the law. Ev ery time there is 
a law, I miss it! I want to do one thing but I end up do ing the op po site. All right.
How many have been on di ets? I have n’t been on a diet yet where I have n’t
“cheated.” 

Once you make a law, a reg u la tion, you are set ting your self up for fail ure. 
I’ve shared this be fore. When I had around twenty-two ca reer women work ing
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for me, which was not easy, there were a lot of rules and reg u la tions. The gals
would come to me and say, “What do we do, Pe ter, when they call us up at 2 am
and say the rules say this or that? But I don’t think it is right. What do I do?” I
would say, “If you were a pro fes sional, not just a clog in the wheel, if you were
not just a gov ern ment em ployee, but you were a per son with hu man com pas sion
and un der stand ing and knowl edge, and if you think it is right, I will stand be -
hind you one-hun dred per cent. If that rule needs to be bro ken, break it.”

One time I had to do that. Wash ing ton sent down a rule say ing, “Ev ery
time you make a long-dis tance call for what ever rea son, even if it was from
Fishkill to Poughkeepsie, you must go through the Wash ing ton op er a tor.” So
here it was three o’clock in the morn ing and I found I needed to make a call. The
Wash ing ton op er a tor hung up the first time. The sec ond time I was re ferred to
an other op er a tor. The third time I was lost in op er a tor heaven! Then I said,
“That’s it. I’m break ing the rule.” I called up my wife and told her to call the
state po lice. Since it was also a long-dis tance num ber I could n’t even call that!
“Cheryl, call the state po lice and have them come to this certain lab and pick up
the blood from Vas sar and de liver it here. I will stand be hind it.” You see, this
guy was bleed ing out in the ICU and he needed six pints of blood. I got four that
night and I went home a “happy camper,” know ing that maybe I did n’t save his
life but I had some thing to do with his wel fare. 

The next morn ing ar riv ing at work, I got to my desk and there was a call
from the di rec tor of the hos pi tal. “Pe ter, what are you do ing?!” I said, “Well,
there was just no other way I could get the blood here on time. The im por tant
thing is this guy is alive. That’s the im por tant thing.” He changed his tune and
said, “Good work. I’m be hind you 100 per cent.” End of prob lem.

We, as Chris tians, can not be driven by the law, by rules nor the tra di tions
of men. We are to be mo ti vated by the heart of God and that can only be ex -
pressed through the power of the Holy Spirit. See, that’s where the power is. I
had the power to save that man’s life through the Holy Spirit be cause the Spirit
said, “Break it.” So I did. I was never ar rested. I was never given a rep ri mand. I
was en cour aged in stead. And so it is with the Spirit of God. 

8  1There is there fore now no con dem na tion to those who are in Christ Je -
sus, . . .

When we pray, we pray ac cord ing to the Spirit. What He says in Romans
8, some times with “groans too deep for words,” with groan ing an ex pres sion of
God that can not be un der stood in the Eng lish lan guage. That makes sense. Even
Ein stein un der stood that there are things that can not be ex plained in the mi cro -
scopic, atomic world. These things just could n’t be ex pressed in the Eng lish lan -
guage. From what I’ve heard, Ein stein was n’t that great a math e ma ti cian.
Re ally! He was a lot better than my self. He in vented al ge bra af ter all!

How ever, I don’t have to worry or feel guilty that I did n’t get an other de -
gree. I don’t have to feel guilty that I did n’t do this or did n’t do that. I am FREE
from guilt. “There is there fore NO con dem na tion for those who are in Christ Je -
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sus.” Come on! There is no con dem na tion. There is no guilt. The en emy can not
come to me or you any more and say, “You did n’t pray the right prayer. You did -
n’t have enough faith. You did n’t go to the right peo ple. You are not go ing to the
right church. Look what’s hap pen ing, ‘ev ery thing is fall ing apart.’ ” Frus tra -
tion, guilt, ev ery thing fol lows that. Some times peo ple end up leav ing a church
and never com ing back. Af ter a while we could ask if they are still saved. Who
knows. They might say, “Un cle Phil died, my mom died. I don’t know if I even
love Je sus any more.” Whoa. The en emy or what?!

This is not some thing that we can just pass off as op tional. This is n’t
some thing we can pass off by say ing, “Well if I need to be a better Chris tian, I
need to be bap tized in the Spirit.” No. This is some thing that is ESSENTIAL to
our growth in Christ. It is the Spirit that brings to us un der stand ing. Is n’t that
what Je sus said in John 14, 15, 16 and what chap ter 17 is all about? The Spirit
guides us into all truth. And fur ther more, be cause truth can some times be pain -
ful, He is our Com forter also. 

Some times at night I will be pray ing in the Spirit and then the Lord co mes 
and shows me some thing and I feel re ally hurt. He is right there. Come on. Come 
to the Lord. Give Him an em brace. You don’t have to worry or feel guilty about
em brac ing God. It is not weird; it is won der ful. To be in love with Christ is a
love af fair that goes be yond the de scrip tion of mar riage. Mar riage is a type of
that but this goes way be yond. 

With out the bap tism of the Holy Spirit there can be no power. That’s why
Je sus told His dis ci ples not to do any thing un til you re ceive the power from on
high. Don’t do it. You will be in trou ble oth er wise. There will be frus tra tion and
ul ti mately guilt and con dem na tion, even to some, sui cide. I’m not just con front -
ing the lack of truth. I’m con front ing the en emy’s gates right now. He is the one
who brings death any where he can find it. He is the one who brings death any -
where he finds a toe-hold to do so. He is the very spirit of Death, dark ness, evil.
Let’s con front him. You are not go ing to be able to do that by just know ing doc -
trine or mem o riz ing scrip ture. You need to have the life of Christ within you
through the Holy Spirit.

That is ex actly why Je sus ad mon ished His dis ci ples to wait in Je ru sa lem.
Amen.

Let’s Pray: Fa ther, we come to You this morn ing. Some of us may have
been bap tized in the Spirit but are not walk ing in the gifts nor the fruit of
it be cause we have n’t seen why it is so valu able. But now, Lord, we do.
That joy that we have been miss ing, that love and peace and the abil ity to
be overcomers, the abil ity to re ally be gen tle and kind, does n’t come from 
just wan der ing into it. It co mes from the Spirit of God Him self, res i dent in 
the heav ens, from the very throne of the Fa ther.  

Just like that day at Pen te cost, I pray that You would breathe down from
heaven a fresh out pour ing of the Spirit on this Church, us as a peo ple,
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our home groups, when ever we are gath ered to gether in friend ship or
con ver sa tion. I pray it would n’t be triv ial but that there would be an
anoint ing of the Holy Spirit. There would be a quick en ing, to be made
alive to gether. There would be a re joic ing that is so deep, deeper than
we’ve ever known. Lord, we have only tasted the King dom and we want
more. We want more of what Your heart means to us per son ally in the cir -
cum stances that we find our selves in. We con front those who bring death
and de struc tion in this world whether it be in our life per son ally or in the
coun try, or in this whole world. How many have de sired to kill just for the 
sake of kill ing. How awe somely crazy is that?!  

And into this cra zi ness, Lord God, we bring san ity. The only san ity we
have is not the san ity of just un der stand ing but the un der stand ing in the
Holy Ghost! Breathe into us, Lord Je sus, the breath of life, in Je sus’
name. Amen. 
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